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| ntr oduction

In the years I've been teaching people to drive since 18Bésito be said that I've
seen more driving tests failed than passed! On the up sitfleatld that the vast
majority of those who failed went on to pass with arotattempt.

Many candidates find it easier the second time roundy Khow what to expect and
they know what sort of things the examiner is lookimg More importantly, they
know what could cause them to fail. By avoiding the &afithm their previous test,
many go on to a more successful attempt next time.

This ebook is designed to share with you some of the owrgnon reasons for
driving test failure. The examples given are real exasngkperienced by my own
pupils over the years. By sharing their experiencespktio defend you from making
the same mistakes.

The statistics referred to throughout the book were kisdpplied with permission to
reprint from the Driving Standards Agency (DSA). Theytaeereal facts and figures
averaged over the last 7 years. | was going to prodaepaate book for each year,
but the story was the same. Candidates seem tofdlié same errors time after
time, year after year. Don’'t be one of them.

At this point | would like to dispel the myth that the D84ve set pass rates and
qguotas. If you take a driving test on a Friday afternoon, ywe just as much chance
of passing as if you had taken it on a Monday morning. Thay@o run out of pass
certificates mid-week and have to fail the rest. I'eard all the rumours - they are
NOT true.

The truth is that if you are competent enough and sefagh and good enough, then
you will pass the driving test no matter when you takeatwever, if you commit any
serious or dangerous faults, or accrue more than 15 daiviés during the driving
test, you will be failed on that attempt.

So what isa fault, and why are there three categories?

A driver fault, of which you are allowed 15, is an action (or inactiwhjch was not
entirely correct but at the time was not considerdsetdangerous or even potentially
dangerous. Although it didn’t cause any significant probletheatime, it is pointed
out to allow you to improve your driving style in the future.

A seriousfault is something which was considered to be either potentialigerous
or just blatantly incorrect. Just one of these wouldlrasa fail and for good reason.
If you allowed yourself to make such a mistake on telsgrevyour concentration is
supposed to be extremely high, what sort of errors wouldogolikely to make when
the pressure is off?
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A dangerousfault is something that at the time was ACTUALLY dangerous. In
many cases the examiner would have been required tgdale action, either verbal
or physical, to avoid disaster. There is no excusedogerous driving at any time, let
alone on your driving test. These faults are given aragpaategory simply to
highlight the severity of the error.

What follows is a list of the top 10 reasons why pedglehe driving test, with
examples of the faults they committed and explanafsrt®e what they should have
done to avoid the errors.

Take note and good luck.
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1. Act properly at road junctions with regard to observation

During the year, a total of 155805 tests were failed dueckoobobservation at
junctions. To put it another way 14.27% of all candidatdsddecause of this fault.
That is a staggering 1 in 7!!

So what happened?

The driving test explanation report states:

The above statement is of course true, and any candidateydrorrectly throughout
the test will have passed. But this report is concerndgdwhat can and does go
wrong all too often.

The main reason why candidates fail due to an obsenvétult can be summed up in
just one word - Familiarity. This can mean either laCtamiliarity with a particular
junction or more commonly, over-familiarity. If youtgesed to a junction being
clear, you may find that you don't check as often assymuwld. You can almost
guarantee there will be a car approaching when you didrkt By the time you do
see it, it's too late and the fault is already cortexdit

Another very common situation can be found where @@ parked near to the
junction. As you approach the junction you can’'t se¢ all too often the thought is ‘I
can’t see any cars coming, so I'll go’. Ask yourself thishere was a car coming,
would you be able to see it anyway? If you can’t seea of&ad, you can’t go yet.

To correct this fault and remain safe, you must be abde¢ a clear road to drive into
before proceeding. No guesswork. No assumptions. Justifagbsl can’'t see from
where you are, edge forwards slowly until you can sedt Wdél you are sure it is
safe to proceed, then you can go.

In more unusual cases the road layout may be a bit siagfuOne of the roads in my
local area fits this description. As you look down thad it appears to head toward a
set of traffic lights, but on closer inspection, thex a give way line some sixty
metres before the lights as the through road curvigenmthe right and up to the
lights. You are in fact in the side-street and neegdetiol. Although | deliberately take
all of my pupils to this junction for the experiencesoaiple of them have still been
caught out due to bad weather conditions or lack of contemtra
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For example, as one pupil headed toward these lightswg/datr a direction to be
given, the examiner had to apply the brakes in time lstdore the give way line.
The result is a failure due to lack of observation, at ttase the candidate had not
even seen the junction, let alone checked to se&vds clear to proceed. That
particular pupil even told me he thought it was unfair tichfen for that, as it was
raining and a puddle had covered the road markings! Neddlsay, that argument
didn’t get him very far.

There was a road sign on the left that was not eavbBy a puddle warning of a give
way junction ahead and the basic result could have \®¥grdangerous if the
examiner hadn’t applied the brakes. There was afterjafiction there, he just hadn’t
seen it. | pointed out that in real life, in his owar, he may have crashed. He got my
point.

The only method | know to avoid this kind of error isa&d each road in hundred
metre stretches. Look down the length of the roadaasdss the possible hazards.
Look at, and take notice of all the road signs, theytlaere to help. And if in doubt
about what lies ahead, ease off your speed and have albekid don’t know of any
failure due to ‘excessive’ observation at junctions.

The third main cause of this fault is simply bad judgemEmntbe able to join a
roundabout safely without stopping every time takes mane jirst the knowledge of
how a roundabout works. It takes experience and good judgernet speed and
distance of other vehicles. This comes with time andtipecThere is no quick fix
here.

In simple terms, if you are having trouble assessing smacesundabouts; stopping
when the junction is clear, or being stopped by youruotor because the
approaching car was too close, then you are not readydoving test. But the
problem is that too many candidates fail the driving tesaibse they are not ready to
take it yet. They apply too early without spending enough practicing and gaining
the experience.

| am sure there will be a lot of people who think I'myosaying this to get more
money out of the pupil for the extra lessons. But, 155@d8lidates failed for this
fault in 2000/2001. Were they ready? There is no substutactual driving
experience. With experience comes judgement, and a laghace of passing.
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2. Reverse park under control

In the year there were 99038 fails due to an inability toectly perform the reverse
parking manoeuvre.

In most cases this is due to nerves on the day or lagkaofice with the manoeuvre.
In many cases the fault seems to have been giveseadary fail mark,
accompanying one or more serious driving faults. The seramlisvias given to
highlight a 'scrappy’ attempt. In other cases a candidetg not be given a fail for a
'dodgy’ manoeuvre if the main bulk of the driving test watisfactory. This can be at
the individual examiners discretion.

But the real question is: How bad does the reverse parktoebe to deserve a serious
fault?

The driving test explanation report statest

There are many different methods for achieving a sucdesstrse park, and your
individual method doesn’t matter so long as it works. Titreisito finish in a parked
position within about 2 feet or half a metre from thebkand within a car and a half
length from the parked car.

In a few areas, this manoeuvre may be done in a clarneaersing into a parking

bay. Naturally, the accuracy is limited by the white dimearking the bay and the
straightness of the car when finished. In other wdtascar needs to be parked in the
parking bay!

The usual causes of a fail would involve either hitting ounting the kerb, which
would have resulted from an incorrect angle of approaexagssive speed during
the manoeuvre. Hitting the parked car; which is veryiraray experience. Or, an
inability to get the car straight and stopped at the étldeomanoeuvre, snaking down
the road and eventually coming to a stop either too far thenkerb, not straight or
over 2 car lengths from the parked car.

A gentle touch or roll into the kerb does not necessarégn a fail, you have the
chance to correct the mistake by pulling forward and repasig yourself. But this

is easier said than done as panic takes over. If theeunare is not properly corrected
and continues to go wrong, then failure can be expeBtedif the mistake is calmly
corrected and the manoeuvre continued without furtlier,enost good hearted
examiners would give a minor fault at the most. Nfatila
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3. Reverseinto a limited opening under contr ol

For those of you who don’t understand the full tithes is the reversing around a
corner manoeuvre. Usually around a left corner buettsean option for the
examiners to get you to reverse around a right cornerraeg in a car test, this may
be used if the test is being taken in a small van or e#tdcle with limited visibility
from the rear window. If you are taking the test irmaa&nd your instructor has not
shown you how to reverse around a right corner - deorty about it.

People fail this manoeuvre for virtually the same reass the reverse park. Lack of
control, accuracy or patience. | have taught many pupits rave told me from the
start that they can’t reverse around a corner, anohgsas they believe this, they
won't be able to. The first step to a successful reyasshe belief that it can be done.

Don’t worry; I'm not going all spiritual. But you need torvince yourself that
reversing around a corner is no more difficult than dridrgund forwards. After all,
it is the same car, the same corner, you need the aarmount of steering and the
same level of control. But, you have more time becgasecan do it slower. This
gives you the time to check the accuracy and of courseedadditional observation
that you need.

So why does this manoeuvre go wrong so often? The drivingd@saihation report
states:

A gentle tap into the kerb or gradual rubbing of the kerb camobrected, but hitting
the kerb from a relatively steep angle or at speedgailt faults. Faults are also given
for a car drifting ‘too wide’ from the kerb. How widet®o wide? A rule of thumb is
to keep within 2 feet of the kerb, 3 feet is tempting fate!

However, in my experience, many faults are picked up &feecar has turned the
corner. It is necessary for you to get the car stragitdgighten the wheels and
proceed down the road in a straight line close tkénb. The steering wheel should
be kept still during this phase as any movement will tasisnaking’ or weaving
down the road. It is this lack of control that theraxger would pick up on, and
depending on the severity of the inaccuracy, he would dagason to fault you.

-10 -
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4. Make proper use of steering

Something as simple and obvious as steering costs over 90(ilé feeir driving
tests each year. What could possibly be so wrong with sk@ering that could cause
you to fail the test?

The driving test explanation report states:

There are in fact many reasons why an examiner would tingrkection of the form.
It could be for under-steer or over-steer, bad hand posin the wheel, crossing the
hands or allowing the wheel to spin freely. All the used habits that most drivers
have, but the majority of these would be consideredmnfaults and wouldn’'t cost
you the test unless repeated too many times.

The more serious faults are committed when bad steeainses other problems with
the car’s position or direction. Possibly the most c@m error is to allow the car to
swing out wide while turning a left corner. If the car wagncroach onto the centre
line without good reason, i.e. parked cars in the wan the position of the car is
becoming dangerous for oncoming vehicles.

When approaching a T-junction to turn left, it is importantommit to the steering
well in advance. Most of the steering should be doferé¢he give-way or stop line,
before 1st gear is selected and if necessary befooathe stopped. This leaves you
in a trouble-free position when pulling away, allowingiyo remain close to the
kerb.

As the pupil gets more confident with the control of¢he the temptation is always
there to try to perform more tasks at the same timgarficularly dangerous example
of this is steering whilst trying to change gear. Thefigeb that as the speed of the
car increases, so the gear HAS to be changed. In @ gesss true, but there is never
any real urgency over the gear change.

If you are going around a corner, you can wait until aftercar is straight before
changing, or if the corner is particularly wide the gear be changed at the half way
point, as the steering is set but before the straigigemanoeuvre. There is always
the option of keeping the speed down slightly so asonbéttempted. So long as the
gear is not changed while the wheel is actually being pailygittirned then there
should be no problem.

-11 -
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5. M ake effective use of mirrors/rear observation well before
changing direction

Almost 85,000 casualties as a result of this fault, andirdtamention of the use of
mirrors. It is the usual stereotype that learner drigeesconstantly being told to
check their mirrors. It has become a joke by many qadlifirivers who hear that a
friend is learning - ‘Don’t forget to check your mirror, e

There is a serious side to this though as 84,915 candidatesoioutiét year. Here's
what the driving test report recommendsc

Specifically then, what falls into the category dfamging direction’? You need to
think of examples of times the car will be changingdion or position, without
necessarily needing to signal or change speed as tistardes may be covered by
other fault areas.

A few examples include - Changing lanes, passing a parkext olstruction,
dealing with a bend or curve in the road, or any timestbering wheel needs to be
turned.

In my experience the first of these examples isritbet common cause of a fail.
When you intend to change lanes, it is vital that you lsheeked behind and to the
side of the car for other vehicles as there is alvtgpossibility that someone else
may be in the way. To ignore this may result in disioh.

The most dangerous lane change is a sudden change totbdgs@ction. Perhaps
you failed to notice the road markings at traffic lightgil you were almost on top of
the junction and then decided to swerve into the new/dalangerous.

Or maybe you were moving around a roundabout and drifted frenteoe to another
without actually realising. Naturally, other faults @raerging here but the bottom
line is that you changed position without first checkimaf s was safe to do so.

The same problem may occur if you found yourself in thet tignd lane of a dual-
carriageway, realised you need to be in the left hareddad then switched with no
warning. With the stress of the driving test, mistakestlhk® are all too common.

The only way to be sure not to fall into these trape {gay attention to the road ahead

and plan what needs to be done in advance. Most rodahgs can be seen at least
fifty to a hundred metres before a junction, ample tionprepare the correct lane

-12-
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using the MSM routine. This eliminates the need to sudddwgge lanes, but if
worst comes to worst and you do find yourself in the wrang,| stay in the wrong
lane until a suitable, safe time to correct the pmsitNever make any sudden or
erratic movements.

Lesser examples of this fault include checking the marbefore passing parked cars
or obstructions. The observation is needed so that ypbeagure that no one else is
attempting to overtake you at the time. It may alsa geod idea to give a short
signal if the obstruction is a little unusual, like &lest or road works that cars behind
may not be aware of.

An individual situation would have to be unusually hazardowgarrant a fail on its
own, but repeated minor faults in this area are redplerfer many failures. A
repeated or habitual fault occurs when the candidate niaéesistake more often
than they get it right. In general, if you make the sanmor error more than four or
five times within the forty minutes of the test, youaheaore practice and should be
failed.

To correct this problem, you should treat each road sebpathtoughout the test.
Look down the length of the road and assess the possibéds. Then plan your
approach to each hazard starting with a clear and e#elotok in the mirrors before
any other action.

Looking at this fault from another angle, | remembmaeedthat a pupil of mine was
marked down on a driving test not for lack of use of mirrosraar observation but
for incorrect use of rear observation. In this exangie candidate was accelerating
along a slip road joining a 60 mph dual-carriageway.

As he went to merge onto the main carriageway, he boker his shoulder to see if
the lane was clear. This is something that many expedeatroeers do every day, so
what was dangerous about this. At the time the carnaaslling at almost 50 mph,
the driver was looking out of the side and rear windoveswids not looking where he
was going.

At that speed the road ahead changes very quickly but hielnohave seen it. There
is also the tendency for an inexperienced driver totherwheel while looking
around or subconsciously change the speed. The last thigdhseto swerve or
wobble at 50 mph. This would not only be dangerous but wotilust¢y scare the
novice driver who may not then be able to regain carthf@ how should he have
done it?

First let me state that the speed of 50 mph is fing,nitatching the speed of the
traffic on the main carriageway and allows mergingatetplace effectively. The
observation should be done much earlier, as sooreasadhn carriageway is visible.
Make use of the rear view mirror and importantly thétriging mirror. If the wing

-13-
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mirror is set correctly, a clear view of the lefidaof the main carriageway should be
seen.

You may check to the side through the window, but maketelkeep your shoulders
square to avoid any unwanted steering. Do not attempt té& thedlind spot as this
is not safe at such speeds.

Make use of the full length of the slip road, this gigder vehicles a chance to see
you and make allowances for you. When you are happyttbatay is clear and that
any other road users have seen you, merge onto thegeavay and make progress to
an appropriate speed for the road conditions (see nekirgec

-14 -
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6. Make progress by driving at a speed appropriate totheroad and
traffic conditions

Here’s the proof. Driving too slowly causes more candsiaddail than driving too
fast! Almost 73,000 fails due to slow driving in various sita. This compares
with less than 46,000 who failed for excessive speed.

So why is driving too slowly considered serious? Surely stosafe, and the speed
limit is the maximum speed permitted on that road nestiggested speed. These are
just some of the arguments | hear daily.

The driving test report suggests:

So what is safe driving and when does it become over cauhiowrsg? Naturally, if
you were driving down a narrow back street with parked catsesed on either side,
you would not immediately accelerate to 30mph. Somelasd¢o be taken. But if
you are driving down a fairly wide stretch of road withGanph speed limit, it would
be considered inappropriate to drive at 25mph holding up thHie toahind.

Quite often, | find that these faults appear when pdatiyufast stretches of road are
being used. National speed limits and wide dual-carriagewé#gsfirst reason |
suggest is that the candidate did not know what the spagdvas!

You need to be able to recognise the National Speed Lgnitngth its black
diagonal stripe and apply the speed limit to the typead you are on at the time:
60mph on single carriageways and 70mph on dual carriagderayars and
motorcycles.

But do you have to reach top speed? Possibly. It depenthie ooad and traffic
conditions. But if you have a good road surface, good weatimelitions and light
traffic, then why not? After all you should be confidemhandle the car at speed,
you’ve had enough practice - haven't you?

On a couple of the test routes in my local area, alsmnding lane is used. National
speed limit (60mph) applies but you would need to be a profedgially driver to
achieve such speeds safely. However, | have had pupald far driving too slowly
along that stretch of road. The pupil was naturally upseause he thought it would
be dangerous to drive faster on such a twisting lane.

He does have a point. But there is a better way éoihgetlong that road without
sticking to 30mph. It is a little technique called readingrdaa. If you look well
ahead you will be able to see the road layout. If the e fairly straight for a few
hundred metres - speed up. If you can see curves up ahegdueself how sharp

- 15 -
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they are. Look for clues to indicate a sharp bendaeyaint on the road, triangular
warning sign, black and white arrow boards, etc. The maraings there are, the
sharper the corner will be.

Adjust your speed accordingly. With a little practice, agyfaster when safe and
slower when needed, you will find your average speed isicrgavhilst remaining
safe. Good road perception will add brownie points wagron your test, whilst at
the same time making the examiner feel comfortable anfident with your driving.
This is what he needs to see.

- 16 -
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7. Make proper useof gears

Knowing which gear to use and how to change the gearsiglamental part of
learning to drive a manual car. Each and every pupilghtafrom a very early stage,
not only what the gears are for, but how to change en@hmake proper use of them.
So how could anyone possibly get something so basic wrotigedest?

Answer: Gears are not basic. They can be very congdicaspecially when there are
other distractions or unexpected happenings. It is in fagteasy to make errors
involving gears. 68338 candidates managed to get something weelg h

What follows are just a few examples of the sothafgs to go wrong, but the
driving test report suggests:

Let's start with something simple, that almost aluefwere guilty of at some point:
Looking at the gear stick before a gear change. On itsamras a one-off fault, it
probably would not result in a fail. However, repeateddoat dangerous and
inconvenient positions certainly would.

In my experience, a pupil looks down at the gear stigkljefore changing down the
gears, not up. This suggests they were on the approachrictiauor hazard and
really should have been looking somewhere more usékd at the junction. If your
attention is diverted just at the point a decisios teabe made, then the outcome
could be disastrous.

If you have this problem, my advice is to force yourselfauhe habit. Deliberately
stare at something in front of you when you reach fergmar stick. To begin with,
your observation may not be very constructive, but ydlget out of the habit of
looking down. Once you kick the habit, you will be abléotmk anywhere - to the
junction, the lights, the cyclist, etc. You willsal appear to have much more time to
assess the situation and make your decision.

Having dealt with a repeated minor error, what could cassgiaus fault in its own
right?

Others gear faults might include: Picking the wrong gesathie situation, too high or
too low. Changing gears too early or too late. Not makingtidge gear once you
have picked it, accelerating onto a roundabout for exanaliling to change gear at
all, when a new gear was needed.

Whether any of these faults would be upgraded to a serioli®fanot, depends on
the road and traffic situation and the outcome of tharelMuch of the test result will

-17 -
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depend on how the Examiner saw it. It is his (or hepeagnce and judgement that
will decide the severity of the fault.

| mentioned accelerating onto a roundabout a moment d&goisTan example from
personal experience.

In my local area there are many multiple lane roundtsbwith fairly quick moving
traffic. My pupil had waited for a sufficient gap to pulitanto, but then eased away
and didn’t get up much speed. As a result, other vehictas camught up and started
overtaking. This caused some confusion and a little paniat Wdhshould have done
was to make proper use of his gears, and use the higher pdexez gears to create
a little more acceleration. With extra ‘pick-up’ he wlab no longer have been causing
a hazard on that roundabout.

This fault could also be seen as failing to make progresppose, but its full title
would have to be failing to make progress through the indousecof the gears and
accelerator. Whatever you call it, it is still a commfault. Some other basic gear
faults are a little more obvious. Not even the pupil coiting the fault can argue if
the car stalls because the wrong gear was used. If gduyarg to pull away from a
give way line in § gear instead of*] you may experience problems. Similarly, 'ff 4
is picked instead of*2 before a sharp turn. Simple errors like these caertize
whole drive look really messy, and at the end of the piegsentation counts.

So here is my advice, and it is very simple advice.

Firstly. Use the full MSM PSL routine before evgupction. This will set you up for
an easy gear choice at the vast majority of junctions

Secondly. Whenever you need to change gear, take yourAigmod gear change
should take about 3 seconds. If you try any quicker, yougeathe wrong one and
have to start again. Get it right first time and theneo mistake.

And thirdly. Always match the gear to the speed of theraat to the junction that
you see ahead. The junction may be clear, but if youdspdess that 5mph thefi®2
gear will probably cause you to stall. Use the gearrttadthes the actual speed
(5mph = ' gear).

- 18-
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8. Act properly at road junctions with regard to position before
turning left

Positioning your car correctly before turning left is @f¢he first manoeuvres you
learn as a beginner. It is the simplest junction tetpr@ whilst you gain control of
your car. So why do so many candidates fail for this procezhole and every year?

On average, 68190 test candidates falil their test dueatdtarf this area.

The driving test report state's:

So what have they done to warrant a fail?

A common cause of fault is position at a T-junctiomew turning left. The candidate
approaches too straight instead of following the kerb Inteas a result is forced to
swing out into the new road. If the amount of swing cadlsem to cross the centre
line of the new road, then a serious fault can be egdeespecially if there is an
oncoming catr.

Where the junction is tight, it may be the case tha candidate got too close to the
kerb and has mounted the kerb with the rear wheel whiising.

Careful consideration has to be taken to avoid theasesf Understanding how the car
reacts when it is turned. Imagine you are driving a longkrcle that needs more
room to swing. Also consider the size and shape of tietign. Are parked cars in
the way? Can drivers in the new road see you waifiteke it obvious what your
intentions are and make the manoeuvre easy for yourself

When dealing with a left turn into a side road, a nevottaults appear, but | am sure
you can see some similarities.

All too often, a candidate will drift to the right ¢ime approach to a left turn. Maybe
they feel this will give them a better view of the mar. They fail to see the oncoming
car and the tiny gap that has been left for them. Thedoapproach should be 1m
(or 3ft) from the kerb, holding a steady line around theer.

Turning too early or too late for the turn would normdkyregarded as a steering
fault, unless the overall position was incorrect totsteth. Confusion is sometimes
caused by parked cars too close to the junction.

Unfortunately these things are sent to test us and tiseygve to be dealt with.

Ideally, you would be able to pass the parked car and them te the correct

position before turning the corner. However, sometithescar is parked at the
junction, so careful positioning with extra observat®needed to proceed around the
corner without creating more of a hazard.
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9. Position vehicle correctly during normal driving

Correct and safe driving is all about dealing with a cowotirs series of situations,
each requiring a routine which needs to be followed andllysa decision to be
made. The outcome of this decision is inevitably the miffee between a pass or fail.

The situations you may be faced with are numerous andywidged. They include
junctions, hazards, other cars, pedestrians, crossowgsmarking variations, etc.
The list could go on. But there are times when thereldvappear to be nothing to do
except drive in a straight line.

When this is the case, | always tell my pupfl8hen there is nothing else to deal
with, deal with your speed and positiorThis ensures that you will always be
concentrating on something, rather than nothing.

In 2000/2001 there were 64387 cases of driving test failure due to sfidmong.

The test report states:

So what could be wrong with your position that could reisudt serious or dangerous
fault on a driving test?

| am not talking about driving on the wrong side of thedr@a mounting the
pavement - if you are doing this, you shouldn’t be goingftest yet. But there are
some very common examples of incorrect driving positibich can cost you your
test, which, with a little concentration and planning ba avoided altogether.

In my experience, there are four usual suspects whefattias been given.

Driving too close to the kerb can be extremely dangerous ¢iewrong set of
circumstances. Debris collects in the gutter which ceaklly damage your tyres,
especially if there is broken glass or sharp stonis. debris could be flicked out by
your tyres and cause injury to pedestrians or property.

When it's been raining, puddles form in areas of poor dgaink is now an offence
to splash a pedestrian; you can be booked for commonithg&ssides the fact that
the puddle could be concealing some other form of trouble; hiddleris or a pothole
for example.

On the other extreme, driving too wide can be equally uradds. The closer you get
to the centre line, the closer you are to oncoming traffttually crossing the centre
line would put you directly in the path of traffic and coudiéy cause a head-on
crash if the other driver isn’t paying attention. There@rcourse times when it is
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necessary to straddle or even cross the line, whempgsaiked vehicles for
example, but when this is the case, extra care nedmstaken to ensure the
manoeuvre is carried out safely.

If you are on a dual-carriageway and happen to stray tgse tdothe dividing lane
line, you are putting yourself in danger from the vehicfgg@aching to overtake
you. The slightest tap at higher speed could cause botangbthe passing vehicle to
leave the road.

The correct position for normal driving is 1 metre (de&) from the kerb. This puts
you in a safe position, away from danger on eithez. Sithturally there will be times
when you have to adjust this position, to deal with hazael$estrians, parked cars,
etc. But you must always return to this safe positieceche hazard has been passed.

Far too many times, | have heard the explanation ofdhis given as cutting a right
hand bend. This is where the road ahead curves to thedifierent from cutting a
right hand corner into a side road. | have heard sewtmy pupils refer to this as
“The racing line”...! It may be alright in Formula 1 butt on the public road.

If the road curves to the right, the chances arethieatiew of the road ahead is
blocked by the corner. If you were to take the short cidss the corner, you
wouldn’t see someone coming the other way until it twadate.

Again, you should remain in position 1 metre from the learth drive around the
outside of the curve. | ask my pupils to imagine a bus mgm@iound the corner
towards them... that keeps them over to the left.

And finally... The most common cause of incorrect posiiiomy experience:
Straight-lining a roundabout. This involves cutting actbesroundabout rather than
driving around it.

When you are dealing with a multiple lane roundabout, yoe o imagine where
the lane markings would be if they were painted all tag around. Sometimes they
are, but usually the markings end at the give-way lihe.rEst is left to the
imagination.

If there are two lanes approaching the roundabout, therelbmug/o lanes going
around it. Where there are three or more lanes apprapthere are three or more
lanes going around. It is very important that you stagour lane position as you
travel around the roundabout so as not to move acrosmindf another vehicle.

OK if you are turning right at the roundabout, you wikd to move across to the left
side of the roundabout before exiting. But this is darefally, with effective use of
the mirrors. The faults are given out when unplannedements are made without
due care and attention.
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10. M ake progress - avoiding undue hesitancy

Number 10 on the list is the issue of hesitancy, whesty often causes confusion and
problems for learner drivers; A yearly average of 59331 problfor learner drivers
to be exact. So exactly where is the dividing line betwssition and hesitancy?

The driving test report explainst

So what does this mean?

| had one pupil who failed two consecutive tests on theesaomdabout. First time,
he pulled out onto the roundabout whilst another car wasng towards him. The
examiner thought he should have waited. Whereas, ortobad attempt he waited
for a larger gap. The examiner thought he waited too longlaowuld have taken an
earlier gap. Clearly he went from one extreme tather.

As a basic rule which you can apply to roundabouts and pthetions, such as
pulling out of a side road or turning right into a sidedrdasuggest to my pupils that
they think like a pedestrian!

Ask yourself if you would have enough time to walk acrbesroad. If you think you
would, then you should have enough time to drive acrosealrterms, this means
that you need a gap of about 5 seconds in between amg@anis; on a roundabout
you should have a clear space beyond the entrance toightur

If any vehicles are within this safety zone, then you Ehwait. But the question is -
For how long?

In a situation where you have come to a complete gtapneed to get yourself ready
in 1st gear and be prepared to release the handbrakeoaedorwards. Don'’t look at
the approaching cars, but at the space behind them. Trgdssashether that space
would be big enough to use. If so, get your car moving as sothe gpassing vehicle
is clear of your position. Follow it out.

It is always safer to follow someone out than to pull in front of them. Just so long
as you don't leave it too late.

Another major cause of failure due to hesitation isfise start’. This is where the
candidate almost goes but then decides to pull back. yseem like the safe
option if cars are approaching a little faster thanfystthought. However, the
vehicle behind you will have seen your initial movement amghtmaturally think
you have pulled away.
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The next thing you know the car behind crashes into youtbreaper. Possibly their
own fault, but did you give out the wrong signals? Besidig®ur observation was
better, you wouldn’t have tried to pull out in the firstqala
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Conclusion

Over the years, | have taught many pupils who have hadris$reviously with
another instructor. Some have had genuine reasons fondetéreiir old instructor,

due to illness, retirement or general conflict of perspndiut others have told me
that they failed a test with their previous instrugomanted to try a new one. As if it
was the instructor’s fault that they failed! | am suhave lost a few pupils for the
same reason.

In my experience, however, it is very unlikely to he instructor’s fault. If they were
that bad an instructor, the pupil would not have beentaldemplete the driving test
at all. They must have been able to drive to a reasoleigk to the credit of both the
pupil and their instructor.

The driving test is not quite so straight forward as to passyone who can ‘drive’
though. It only takes one mistake through a short lapsencentration and it's game
over. Success or failure depends on one main factor th@pupil performs on the
day.

I've seen really good, natural drivers fail the text aomewhat mediocre drivers pass
with flying colours. Perhaps the driving test itself is #alror unfair, but it is
consistent and gives each candidate the same clapoeve themselves.

So what makes the difference between pass and fail?

Answer: The Three ‘C’s €ontrol, Consistency and Concentration.

Do you have The Three ‘C’s?

By deliberately following a set routine, the candidatentains concentration.

With each of the routines being so similar, consistes achieved.

With concentration and consistency, control can betered.

| sincerely hope you have found the information in this &hg®ful. If you can avoid
all the examples given here, there really can’t bemeit to go wrong!

Best of luck,

: Phill Godridge BSc DSA ADI
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